
Dominion Trail Elementary School  

PTA Pawprints 
November 2013  

Nov. 1-7: Candy Buy Back 

Nov. 4-5: Student Holidays 

Nov. 6: Moveable Monday 

Nov. 12: PTA Meeting, 8:45am, 
DTES Cafeteria 

Nov. 13: LEAP Meeting, 7pm, 
LCPS Admin Bldg. 

Nov. 14: Market Day Orders Due 

Nov. 18-22: American Education 
Week 

Nov. 19: SEAC Meeting, 7pm, 
LCPS Admin Bldg. 

Nov. 20: Market Day Order 
Pickup from 5-6pm out-
side Music Room 

Nov. 20: MSAAC Meeting, 7pm, 
LCPS Admin Bldg. 

Nov. 27-29: Thanksgiving Break 

Dec. 4: Chorus Concert, 9am 
and 6:30pm 

Dec. 7: Holiday Shoppe, 9am, 
Cafeteria and Multipur-
pose Room 

Dec. 11: LEAP Meeting, 7pm, 
LCPS Admin Bldg. 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

Pawprints Delivery 

Pawprints is delivered electroni-

cally via the PTA Email List and 

available on the PTA website. If 

you wish to receive paper cop-

ies, please call Debbie at 703-

726-8736 or notify the school 

office. Thank you! 

A Message from Your PTA President  

Thank you to all the volunteers who made the Monster Mash a great success!  Spe-

cial thanks to Kelly Grieger for all her time and effort!  It was a great family night! 

Did your children trick-or-treat on more streets than planned?  Are you wondering 

what to do with all that Halloween candy?  Loudoun Orthodontics is paying the 

DTES PTA $1 for every pound of candy.  If every student brings in 1-2 pounds of 

candy, we can reach the maximum donation of $1000!  Students can bring in their 

candy from Nov 1 – 7.  Loudoun Orthodontics is donating the candy to U.S. Troops 

overseas through Operation Gratitude.  Students are also encouraged to write a 

note to a solider to accompany the donation.  Participation encourages students to 

make good choices about their health while supporting DTES and our U.S. Troops.  

Collection boxes are at every DTES entrance.    

Walk into any retail store and you know the Holiday Season is around the corner.  

This year the DTES Holiday Shoppe is on Sat. Dec 7.  Students can shop while par-

ents browse the Vendor section. See page 5 for more details. 

Do your kids love Bingo?  Did you know Mr. Joseph is excited to be the Bingo Call-

er?!  We have one chair for Bingo but would like to find a co-chair.  Make a new 

friend and help bring a very popular event to the school!  Bingo is scheduled for the 

end of February.  If you are interested, please contact me at karenpta@yahoo.com. 

Thank you to all the volunteers who have helped at the school.  It makes a big 

difference.  Have a happy and safe Thanksgiving!  

Karen Cornfeld 

PTA President 

karenpta@yahoo.com 

If April showers bring May flowers, what 

do May flowers bring? 

 Pilgrims! 

Why do turkeys gobble? 

Because they never learned table man-

ners! 

What's a Pilgrim's favorite kind of music? 

 Plymouth Rock!  

http://www.operationgratitude.com/halloween-candy-buy-back-2012/
http://www.lcps.org/Page/44835
mailto:karenpta@yahoo.com
mailto:karenpta@yahoo.com


President: Karen Cornfeld 
 karenpta@yahoo.com 

Vice President: Laura Dumouchelle 
 laura.dumouchelle@verizon.net 

Treasurer: Kara Burgan 
 kara.gt.burgan@gmail.com 

Secretary: Shannon Burns 
 shannonheather@gmail.com 

Membership Marlayna Diaz 
Secretary: marlaynadiaz@hotmail.com 

Web: www.lcps.org/page/44830  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/dtespta 
 

Meetings: Meetings are the second Tues-
day of most months. Morning 
meetings are at 8:45am in the 
cafeteria; Evening meetings are 
at 7pm in the library. 

Meeting Minutes:  www.lcps.org/page/44847 

D o m i n i o n  T r a i l  P T A  

How You Can Help:  

1) Join the PTA 

2) Volunteer your time to help with PTA 

programs and activities. 

3) Earn “free” money with our easy pro-

grams like Box Tops, Labels for Educa-

tion, Market Day, grocery card linking, 

Amazon School Rewards, Capri Sun 

pouch recycling, ink cartridge recycling, 

Target Take Charge of Education, My 

Coke Rewards, and other valuable pro-

grams! 

Email Signup 

Are you on our PTA email list? Contact 

dtes_pta@tjdjmail.com to sign up to re-

ceive information about PTA programs, 

activities, volunteer opportunities, and 

more!  

Follow us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/dtespta  

Our Awesome Volunteers  

Thank you to everyone who graciously shared their 

time and energy with our school to support Monster 

Mash, the Book Fair, the Vision and Hearing Screen-

ings, and all the other ways that make our school 

great! The students and their families appreciate 

your awesome contributions! 

Looking for a way you can help? Join the Holiday Shoppe or Bingo committees! 

The students love these events and they’re a lot of fun! Contact Kara at ka-

ra.gt.burgan@gmail.com to learn more. 

Agnes Meyer Outstanding Teacher 

Award 

Nominate a teacher for the Agnes Meyer Outstanding Teacher 

Award!  The goals of the Agnes Meyer Outstanding Teacher 

Awards are to recognize excellence in teaching, to encourage creative and quali-

ty instruction and to contribute in a substantive way to the improvement of 

education in the Washington metropolitan area. 

Visit the website to learn more: http://goo.gl/bOIENi 

Feel like your children come home with too much candy on Halloween 

night? We have a great way for you to turn the extra Halloween candy into free 

money for DTES, all while supporting a good cause. The PTA is teaming up with 

Loudoun Orthodontics for their annual Halloween Candy Buy Back pro-

gram. From November 1-7, students can bring their extra candy into school and 

drop it into collection boxes that will be placed at all of the entrances to the 

school. For every pound that is collected, DTES will receive $1 from Loudoun 

Orthodontics. At the end of the collection period, Loudoun Orthodontics will 

donate all of the candy to Operation Gratitude, which sends candy to US Troops 

serving overseas.  

The PTA will also be collecting notes from 

students that will be sent with our donation 

to service members all over the world - 

please make sure to make the note posi-

tive, short, and signed with only a first 

name. Thanks in advance for your support - we are able to earn up to $1,000 

through this fundraiser, which would be about 1.5 lb per student. Please help us 

reach this goal!  

Submitted by Kara Burgan, Donations Co-Chair 

http://www.lcps.org/page/44830
http://www.facebook.com/dtespta
http://www.lcps.org/page/44847
mailto:dtes_pta@tjdjmail.com
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/dtespta
http://www.lcps.org/Page/44835
mailto:kara.gt.burgan@gmail.com
mailto:kara.gt.burgan@gmail.com
http://goo.gl/bOIENi
http://www.operationgratitude.com/halloween-candy-buy-back-2012/
http://www.operationgratitude.com/halloween-candy-buy-back-2012/


Read the school newsletter, The 

Husky Herald, here: 

http://www.lcps.org/dominiontrail 

From Our Treasurer  

In order to make sure that all payments make it safely from 

your child’s backpack to our front office, please staple your 

check or cash to the form. Or better yet, place the form and 

check inside an envelope, with a note on the outside indi-

cating what activity the contents are for. Thank you! 

Submitted by Kara Burgan, Treasurer  

5th Grade Carnival  

Do you have a 5th grader? The Fifth Grade teachers are look-

ing for a 5th Grade Carnival Chair. There are notebooks and 

lots of help available to this chair. Please contact Laura Du-

mouchelle at laura.dumouchelle@verizon.net if you are in-

terested in chairing THE event all 5th graders look forward to 

all year long!  

Moveable Mondays 

“Moveable Mondays” will be used again for 

the 2013-14 school year to offset the disproportionate num-

ber of Mondays missed during the school year. As a Monday 

is missed, the Monday schedule is run on a subsequent day of 

the week. Specials classes such as Art, Music, PE, Library, etc. 

that are usually on a Monday will be on the “Moveable” Mon-

day. Wednesday, November 6 will be a Monday schedule. 

CLARITY 

To gain access to the CLARITY Parent 

Portal, please complete the account request form and bring 

it into the school or send it in with your child. Visit the web-

site to request the form and access CLARITY.   

Minority Student Academic Advisory 

Committee (MSAAC) 

The Minority Student Achievement Advisory Committee 

(MSAAC) is dedicated to work in partnership with the 

Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS), parents and communi-

ty to further the academic, social and cultural development of 

every student and to ensure that the needs of all minority 

students are met. 

A summary of the October meeting is available at http://

goo.gl/JY0EWT. 

Lost and Found 

Our Lost and Found is filling up! 

Next time you’re in the building, 

please stop by the rack across the 

hall from the Multipurpose Room 

to check for your belongings. 

Thank you! 

Bingo! 

Thanks to Michelle Plush, we now have a 

chairperson for Bingo—thanks, Michelle! 

Who’d like to be a co-chair or join the 

committee? It’s a fun activity and we’ve 

been having Bingo for many years so 

there’s already a plan in place for you to follow. Just add your 

own touches and have fun! Contact Laura at 

laura.dumouchelle@verizon.net to volunteer. Thank you! 

Math Team and Tournament  

The DTES Math Team starts on Wednesday, 

Nov 6 and meets weekly until mid 

March. The 4th and 5th grade students 

work on challenging math problems using 

the Math Olympiad program. Once each 

month, for 5 months, they will compete in virtual contests 

against other Math Teams across the country and interna-

tionally.   

An example problem: When a certain number N is divided by 

3, the result is the same as when N is decreased by 8. What 

is the number of N? 

This is DTES's second year having a math team. In addition to 

the regular Math Team Season, the DTES PTA is hosting a 

Regional Math Tournament on March 22. Teams made up of 

five 4th & 5th grade students will compete in a three-round, 

4-5 hour math tournament. If you have friends in the North-

ern Virginia area who may be interested in participating, 

please point them to the DTES PTA Math Tournament web-

site at www.lcps.org/Page/119839 to learn more.  

Dominion Trail five-student teams for the Regional Math 

Tournament will be organized in January.  

For questions or if you would like to help, please contact 

Karen Cornfeld at MathTournament@yahoo.com. 

http://www.lcps.org/dominiontrail
mailto:laura.dumouchelle@verizon.net
http://www.lcps.org/domain/12310
http://www.lcps.org/domain/12310
http://goo.gl/JY0EWT
http://goo.gl/JY0EWT
mailto:laura.dumouchelle@verizon.net
http://www.lcps.org/Page/119839
http://www.lcps.org/Page/119839
mailto:MathTournament@yahoo.com


Stay in Touch! 

Email: Are you on our PTA email list? 

Contact dtes_pta@tjdjmail.com to sign up 

to receive information about PTA pro-

grams, activities, volunteer opportunities, 

and more!  

Facebook: Follow us at 

facebook.com/dtespta  

Twitter: Get the updates at  

twitter.com/dtespta 

Discovery Elementary Playground  

Discovery Elementary School fami-

lies are fundraising for a new - ALL-

INCLUSIVE playground. Discovery is 

hoping to win the Dannon Danimals “Rally for Recess” con-

test which gives $30,000 towards their playground. 

Discovery asked if DTES families could help by collecting 

Dannon Danimals codes inside the specially marked yogurt 

packages. A “Rally for Recess” collection basket will be in the 

front office. You can also email your codes directly 

to valentina.meehan@gmail.com. Thanks for your help!  

Huskies Rock! 

"Why are those rocks there?" Thank 

you to Lewis Murphy, Plant Manag-

er of Luck Stone Quarry, for donating 

and arranging free delivery of our 

two Spirit Rocks. Also thank you to 

our Art teacher, Mrs. Johnson, for helping supervise the 

placement of our two Spirit Rocks. Check out our DTES Face-

book site to view pictures of our Spirit Rocks if you haven't 

already seen them in person. Mrs. Johnson is planning a spe-

cial art project with the Spirit Rock located near the flagpole 

for the 5th graders. Every year, the lucky 5th graders will be 

able to paint the Spirit Rock near the flagpole as their pre-

sent to DTES. The Spirit Rock located near the entrance of 

our parking lot will be painted with a welcoming message 

and a depiction of our mascot. It was fun to see all of the 

excited faces on the children when they first saw these two 

big rocks at our school. The Fifth graders are enthusiastic 

about it and the younger students can't wait until they get 

their chance to paint the rock. 

Also for the spring, the landscaping committee will need 

mulch to spread around the existing school gardens. If you 

would like to donate a bag of mulch to this effort, please e-

mail ElizabethEsper@yahoo.com. We like to keep our ex-

penses low with our landscaping projects so the PTA funds 

can go elsewhere. We cannot use the free mulch that is 

offered at some local places because free mulch has a ten-

dency to have Poison Ivy in it. 

Tentatively, there are plans for the Girl Scouts to plant a 

butterfly or meadow garden in the alcove area of the school 

playground. If your youth group would like to plant a garden 

at the school, please e-mail ElizabethEsper@yahoo.com. All 

gardening projects are subject the school's administration's 

approval. Thank you to the Girl Scouts for all of their hard 

work over these last couple of years in planting all of the 

lovely flowers at our school. 

The PTA will also purchase a plaque for the Twenty Six Seeds 

of Love garden by the playground. With new staff and so 

many gardens taking place, it is important to mark and guard 

the gardens that already exist. 

With winter on it's way, the landscaping committee will be 

monitoring which plantings survive the winter and which do 

not and plan accordingly in the spring. We will wait to add 

the mulch in the spring to help reduce weeds and retain 

moisture for the hot and dry summer. 

Submitted by Elizabeth Esper, Landscaping Committee 

Earn $ While Holiday Shopping   

Due to its convenience, many of 

you will likely be purchasing holi-

day gifts through the Internet. Amazon has a wonderful pro-

gram that lets schools earn money when you shop! Simply 

use the DTES Amazon link when beginning your shopping at 

Amazon's website and a percentage of your total will be 

donated to our school.  

http://www.amazon.com?_encoding=UTF8&tag=domtraelesc09-20 

By doing this, DTES can generate FREE money while you are 

making your regular gift purchases! The past 2 years, DTES 

has earned approximately $250 via the Amazon fundraising 

program during the holiday season. 

Submitted by Kara Burgan, Amazon Rewards Chair 

http://www.lcps.org/Page/107301
facebook.com/dtespta
twitter.com/dtespta
mailto:valentina.meehan@gmail.com
mailto:ElizabethEsper@yahoo.com
mailto:ElizabethEsper@yahoo.com
http://www.amazon.com?_encoding=UTF8&tag=domtraelesc09-20
http://www.amazon.com?_encoding=UTF8&tag=domtraelesc09-20
http://www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=domtraelesc09-20


From Your Parent Liaison  

For those of you who have already done so, THANK YOU for all of the fantastic donations for our LINK sponsored Coat Drive!! We 

were able to fill the box by the front door once already, and would LOVE to be able to do it a few more times! Coats and winter 

apparel - New OR Used! Local families will be so grateful (as will we!) and will benefit greatly. Give the gift of warmth this win-

ter. Anything you are able to donate is extremely appreciated!   

In November we will be introducing our "WATCH D.O.G.S." program for the year. If you are not familiar with 

it, "DOGS" stands for "Dads Of Great Students" and is an excellent opportunity for Dad, Grandpa or an Uncle to 

come in for the day to be a "WatchDOG"! A special time to share with your child may be on their birthday or 

any other special day that might work best. We hope to have information posted on our website and/or sent 

out in the next few weeks giving more detail and dates available pertaining to the program. The students abso-

lutely love seeing a "WatchDOG" in the hallways and classrooms. The male presence is a strong influence for 

kids. This simple act may make you a hero not only in your own child's eyes, but many of the kids!  

Future dates to mark in your calendar: 

 · April 2nd 2014    Donuts for Dad  · May 12th 2014    Muffins for Mom 

In addition, please remember my primary focus is to provide support to our Dominion Trail families. Together we can help your 

children be academically and socially successful in school. If there is anything I can do to be of assistance to you, please let me 

know. Email: nikki.harmon@lcps.org 

Submitted by Nikki Harmon, DTES Parent Liaison 

Annual Holiday Shoppe—Gifts & Fun for Kids & Parents!  

Save the Date – December 7th from 9am to 1pm 

DTES PTA’s Annual Holiday Shoppe is scheduled for Saturday, December 7th from 9am to 1pm in 

the school’s Cafeteria and Multipurpose rooms. We will have a shopping area set up in the Cafete-

ria for the kids to secretly pick out gifts for all of their loved ones from the hundreds that we’ve 

purchased just for this event. We have gifts for babies and pets all the way to Grandma! And the 

best part is all of these gifts are priced from $0.50 to $5! While the kids are waiting for their chance to shop, they can enjoy a baked 

treat at our bake sale table or work on a craft at the tables set up inside the Multipurpose room. While the kids are shopping, par-

ents can walk around and view the wares of the wide selection of vendors that will be set up in the Multipurpose Room.   

We will again be featuring a Raffle and Silent Auction at Holiday Shoppe, with all proceeds going towards the upcoming purchase of 

a set of 30 iPads and docking cart, which the teaching staff will be able to check out and utilize to extend their lessons. Do you have 

season tickets to any of the area sports teams, but will be missing a home game? Do you have any signed memorabilia? Do you 

own a business and would like to donate a gift certificate? We would love to include any of these or even a themed gift basket that 

you assembled yourself. If you would like to make a donation of any kind, please contact Kara Burgan at ka-

ra.gt.burgan@gmail.com. A tax receipt of your donation can be provided for your records. 

If you have any extra gently-used gift bags, we would love to have them! We provide free wrapping for all the presents purchased 

in the children's shopping area and using gift bags makes this service move much faster. Gift bag donations may be placed in the 

donations bin in the main office. 

To make this event run smoothly, we will need several volunteers to help in the following areas: wrapping presents purchased by 

children, assisting children in selecting gifts, setting up the night before, cleaning up after the event, baking for & running the bake 

sale, running the raffle, and acting as cashier for the children’s shopping area. If you are interested in volunteering in any of these 

capacities, please sign up online at http://vols.pt/qYFsGc. While this is such a busy time of year for everyone, please consider vol-

unteering – nothing makes a child more proud than to give a present to their loved one & say that they got it all by themselves!   

mailto:nikki.harmon@lcps.org
mailto:kara.gt.burgan@gmail.com
mailto:kara.gt.burgan@gmail.com
http://vols.pt/qYFsGc


Labels for Education  

DTES is collecting Campbell's Labels 

for Education labels! To find out what products have these 

labels, visit the link below. A collection box is in the main 

office or you can send them into the school through your 

child's homework folder. Participating product lines include: 

Campbells, Dannon Kids Yogurt, Pace, Pepperidge Farm, 

Post, Prego, V-8, and more. 

www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn-Points/ 

Capri Sun Pouch Recycling  

We recycle Capri Sun and Honest Kid's Drink 

Pouches for money for our school! If you are 

planning a class party or pack these drinks in your child's 

lunch, please bring them to the cafeteria and place in the 

bin marked “Capri Sun/Honest Kids Drink Pouches.” This is a 

great way to earn free money for our school. You’re wel-

come to bring in drink pouches from outside organizations 

as well. 

R e w a r d s  P r o g r a m s  

Grocery Club Cards—Have 

You Linked Yours?  

Did you know that we raised approximate-

ly $8,000 from the grocery club card fund-

raising programs last year? And that was 

with around 200 cards enrolled in both the 

Giant & Harris Teeter programs. We currently have 500+ 

families at DTES – we’d love to see every family’s cards en-

rolled. If you haven’t had a chance to enroll your cards yet, 

please use the form on the PTA website and we’ll do it for 

you. http://goo.gl/2JE2Du 

Send in My Coke Rewards Codes  

DTES collects reward codes from Coca-

Cola products, which can be used to pur-

chase school supplies & equipment 

through the Coke Rewards catalog. These 14 character 

codes can be found on bottle caps or can packaging. Send 

the codes to school through your child’s homework folder 

and we can enter the codes for you. Or you can send an 

email with the codes to kara.gt.burgan@gmail.com and 

we’ll do the rest. 

Target Take Charge of Education  

Visit the website and select DTES as 

your designated school by using 

the school ID of 1814. Enter your Target RED card infor-

mation and DTES will earn a percentage of your purchases. 

Last year DTES raised about $460 from this program! 

https://www-secure.target.com/redcard/tcoe/home 

Amazon School Rewards—

Help Earn Free Money!  

Thanks to everyone for using the DTES Amazon link (http://

www.amazon.com?_encoding=UTF8&tag=domtraelesc09-

20) while shopping on Amazon's website last year; we were 

able to generate almost $625 through this fundraising pro-

gram. Make sure to keep this link bookmarked and continue 

to use for all of your back-to-school purchases!  

Box Tops for Education 

Clip Box Tops’ labels from participating 

products, place the labels on the collec-

tion sheet or in an envelope marked with your child’s name 

and teacher/classroom, and have your child drop them in 

the collection bin in their classroom. DTES receives 10¢ for 

each returned label. Register on the Box Tops’ website to 

find out about more ways to earn through special programs 

and contests. Last year DTES raised about $2,500 from this 

program! For more information contact Shannon Burns 

shannonheather@gmail.com. 

www.boxtops4education.com 

Market Day  

Market Day offers a wide selec-

tion of over 180 high quality foods at competitive prices, 

many of which are not available in your grocery store. Shop 

from the Market Day website using code #14129 and a per-

centage of your purchase earns money for DTES. Last year, 

DTES received approximately $1600 from Market Day.  

www.marketday.com 

Have a question about a fundraiser? Contact Kara at 

kara.gt.burgan@gmail.com for information. 

http://www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn-Points/
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